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Result of making community in festival visible
— Summer festival report in Noto Hanto Earthquake struck village, Touge in 2009 (1) -
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1. Iintroduction
1.1 Research Background and Purpose

As one of the important minority in China, Dai’s

thoughts and social culture occupy a significant position.

Study on the spatial structure of Dai’s traditional
village, not only helps to protect historical heritage and
traditional space, but also enriches urban planning

theory as part of dwelling culture in East Asian.

Based on analysis of space in Manhai, a traditional
village in Xishuangbanna district, by method of place
name with life and comparative study between Chinese
and Japanese literatures, this article clarifies spatial
structure of Dai’s traditional wvillage, confirms the
validity of the method of place name with life using in

overseas village.

1.2 Research Method
After

literatures on the spatial construct of Dai’s traditional

analysis between Chinese and Japanese
village, we can find that Chinese research usually focus
on history and belief of inhabitants which played an
important role in change of spatial structure, while the
Japanese scholar often use the method of place name
with life by the way of fieldwork and hearing. So
comparative study can not only improve research
contents, but also prove availability of using Japanese
method focused on place name in overseas village.
Therefore, this article compare the analysis of spatial
structure in Dai’s village by professor Yamazaki with
the other Chinese literature like The Dai, Z /%, and
other Chinese papers about it, then organize them in a

table format.

1.3 About the method of place name with life
The method of place name with life usually follows
these Firstly,

elements of village space, such as road, river, farmland,

steps. according to the fieldwork,

and forest should be grasped, and pick up names of

them. Secondly, understand meanings and

ERRE] S oki—

=B O [ BEEMRT " F U —

Thirdly, read the

information from position words (up, down, inside,

importance from these names.

outside, etc.) in place names.

Take “ganzaiban”, picked up in this investigation, for
example. After hearing from inhabitant we know that
“gan” means “centre”, and “zaiban” represent “heart of
village”. So this name can be translated into “the centre
of village” or “the spirit of village”, then mark it on

spatial structure plan which was drawn in fieldwork.

2. Situation of Manhai village

Manhai is located in Xishuangbanna district, Yunnan
province. It is about 30 kilometers far from Jinghong,
the center city of Xishuangbanna. “Man” has the
meaning of village, and “hai” means “excellent”, from
introduction by inhabitants. We chose Manhai village
for investigation because it is one of the sixteen
traditional village in Menghan town, and keeps its
original features better than other villages, and also are
less disturbed by Han nationality.

The area of Manhai is comprised by sloping field, rubber
plantation, and farmland. River and mountain ridge are
boundary with adjacent villages. Farmland situated in
east is surrounded by stockade, and its source of water
is a big pond near it. While farmland located in
northwest joins two different rivers. Manhai is the area
surrounded by two rivers, mountain, and farmland in

south of the village.

3 Comparative study between Japanese and
Chinese literatures

3.1 Village
Namesabout Belief

center, Boundary, and Place
The Dai has a strong religious consciousness, which is
also reflected in spatial structure in their village.

Therefore, place names of centre, boundary of village,

space structure of Dai, Yunnan Province,

from literature investigaiton

FENG Xu, KUNISUE Ikuko and YAMAZAKI Juichi



# 1. Village centre. Boundary, and Place Names Related to Belief
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2. 7Ry  FOFAPOEL, FOFROE
BHAEIES, 740 T4V S0OHALEGEE
{RDVFFE,

‘commandments’ to ensure the survival of his
first agricultural settlement and its successors.
One of these tates each village should build a
shrine, called a zaixin, as the symbolic of the
community. No-one must ever remove it, nor
coule the villagers shift to a new village site until
the zaixin had decayed of its own accord.
(P15L43)

The area around zaixin is often a substantial
rammed earth or stone platform within this
shady endosure, which usually takes the form
of a square. (PL6L8)
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3. Another of Shanmudi’s ‘commandments’ was
that each settlement should build four gates
facing the cardinal points of the compass, with
the eagtern gate as the main one. There are wo
smaller subsidiary gates exclusively for the use
of the village spirit and those of ancestors.

(P16125)
During the days of the annual ceremonies in

-5, 60, NS UEHRIERIE , &AM ETs

AT IR, — A REAE SN TR ZEA N B
O, VUGB Ye: S FHsil Y bR 2ER—
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I DR 4R, BT “ g§hs”, AERpE 2RI
MR, TR A, SUT Py,
FHRIRGRBRAR. (CSCiik 1: PSIL1)

FORIDLED H BT, their honour, the whole village is endosed with
ropes, to represent symbolically an encircling
wall preventing entry or exit. (P15L17)
BMICEEY 54Fh4 6. TERTEE) /N7 by FATEAERIL
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Siting of the Temple: D At the front of the
vilage @In the middle of the village @At the
rear of the village @Upslope from the village or
crowning a hill ®Outside the village ©Shared
incommon by several villages.

Whatever the location of the village temple, it is

generally a promirent feature within the

landscape or against the
(P21117)

8. Such pagodas mostly oonsist of three
elements—the basebody and seeple-and are
made of brick, or sometimes stone, covered with
plaster, and also on occasion with coloured glass
mosaics. The ground plan is usually sjuare.

(P64L5)

Pagoda sites in Xishuangbanna falli nto three
categories: MWithin the temple compound,only
the case in larger wealthier villages. There is no
fixed location for them within the temple
compound. @ Outside, but ¢ lose to,a temple
compound, in a promirent spot or at a p oint
with a good view. (DAt some sacred precinct
that has been hallow from immemorial
time.(P65L1)

00NSCiOUSNESS.

11. The temple and the square where the zaixin
stands are usually surrounded by lofty Bo or
banyan trees. (P23L26)
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# 2. Place Names about Road and River
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If wen ow oonsider the spractices
combined together- the siting and building of
the zaixin, and of the village and spirit gates- it is
clear that they have as their nexus the primeval
animist belief in the existence of powerful
territorial spirits who must be revered, honoured
and placated to ensure humanity’s well-being
through their averting of catastrophes. (P16L38,

But a later, more far-reaching, religious creed
came spreading slowly intothe Dai world. That
animism and Buddhism contrived to operate
separately but peaceably can be seen by the

1<& zaixin and the Buddhist temple. (P19 L15,
2. 7KoB i— R EIUE DY Fig17)

<ZDfhDE>
*21. RV Y EDMO—MRBTHDRLZ

o

%, Fig16 Eady type of village lay-out
Fig17Vilkge lay-out with Buddhisttemple
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24-28. Dai villge are generally sited close to a

24-28. PRTRSEAERIDC, AL IR,

% source of water, such a a nearby river. Gy TRoKFG. AaitariZ e st . (6
<FE=LGN> (P22L41) FJE: P195L19)
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and the one related to belief are mainly summarized in
table 1, since they play a decisive role in village
structure. By the method of place names with life, it
contains meaning of “centre” in place names where the
place of heart and centre of village located. Doors, which
divide space into inside and outside village, represents
boundary of village, and the message can be also
showed by position words in place names.

The results of this method can be verified in Chinese
of traditional Dai village

literatures. Planning

emphasizes centre, direction and boundary. Village

heart which is a symbol of life is located in village centre.

Four village gates were at the end of major roads in
village. As standing for cosmic vision of the Dai people,
village centre and gates were elemental ingredient for
village, which are introduced in Chinese literature.

Buddhism had gradually become major belief after it

was introduced into Dai village, so Buddhist temple and
pagoda become important. Center, boundary, temple,
and other elements related to belief (such as well,
lindens, etc.), constitute the main space of village with

strong recognition.

3.2 Place Names about Road and River

As bone of village, road and river have functions that
limit order of village and pose a clear pattern of spatial
structure. Therefore, place names about road and river
are summarized in table 2.

The method of place name with life can be well
illustrated in hierarchy and directionality of road. For
instance, “ron”, which means big, show the importance
of this road in its name of “Hontanron”, and name which
contains direction word can be better located in village.

Also directionality and relationship in river can be



# 3. Other Place Names with Life
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(P23L10)

keep out detritus such as wind-blown dust or
falling leaves, these are frequently sheltered by a
roofted dructure with three of its four sides
endosed. In general, the wells are to be found in
the shade of large, old trees towards the front of
the villkge, and only very rarely at its rear.

43.The ridges of the individual houses are
direction orientated, either along cardinal
compass bearings, or aligned along the same
axis as the temple’s main roofridge, as agesture
of homage to the Buddha. (P25L1)
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well expressed in place name of them. This method can
make up deficiency of research only used Chinese
literature with the view of historical development, and

becomes a powerful tool in fieldwork.

3.3 Other Place Names with Life

After summaries of control elements in Dai’s traditional
village, other names, such as farmland and residence,
are collected in table 3. They also play an important and
indispensable role, although they do not affect overall

construct.

4 Summary

Based on comparative study between Chinese and

Japanese literatures, this article clarifies spatial
construct of Dai’s traditional village, and confirms the
validity of the method of place name with life which is
used in overseas village.
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